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 picturesque literature; and it Is an instrument fully
capable, so far as idiom and structure go, of expressing
whatever can be expressed. But it has been for a-
century and a half a dying speech, and " native
speakers3' of it are not more than a quarter of a
million people in Ireland: those who speak no English
are only a few thousand : so that in very few circum-
stances can a knowledge of it be actually necessary.
The view which the Gaelic League put forward was
that the language constituted a national inheritance
which the nation had a duty to preserve. Extremists
contended even that the very existence of the nation
was at stake : if a nation lost its language, it ceased to
be a nation. Such tenets ignored the fact that there
were two national strains in Ireland, and that, for
instance, neither Grattan nor Parnell probably' ever
had an ancestor who spoke Irish as his mother-tongue.
However, in the first ten years of its existence, the
Gaelic League did its best to avoid raising such ques-
tions : it studiously kept clear of the existing party
divisions and it gained recruits in all camps. At the
annual gathering in Dublin, the Oireachtas or Assembly
to which Teachtairi or delegates were sent from
branches in the country and in Great Britain, a well-
known Protestant divine was one of the chief figures.
Also, the League enlisted support of many who did not
care greatly about the language, but liked its revival
of the traditional Irish dances and Irish games. A
journal was published in Irish, and Patrick Pearse,
the son of an English railway worker who had married
a Connemara woman, was first generally known as its
editor. There was a great output of textbooks, and
allied effort led to publication of various Irish authors,
chiefly the poets of the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries. Further, a vehement campaign was pushed
to secure a place for Irish in the country's educational
system. It was argued, Justly, that in the Irish-speak-
ing districts education should be given in Irish : more
debateably, though in my opinion justly also, that

